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Meetings: Mondays at Noon
DJ’S Dugout

10308 South 23rd St.

Bellevue, NE 68123

OFFICERS FOR 2013-2014
President…………..…...Charles Adams
President-Elect…..………..Fred Simon
Secretary……………….Herb Barelman

Treasurer…………………Jerry Monson

Sergeant-at-Arms………...…Jeff Smith
Board Members…....….Brandon Athy

Charles Adams                       
                              Paul Reed

Brittany Kuta

Fred Simon

Jeff Smith

Sarah Conaway

MAY SPEAKERS
May 2: TBD
May 8: Tom Richards, Sarpy County Commissioner
May 14: Student Scholarship Awards
May 26: TBD
GREETER AND INVOCATION
May 
Greeter………………....Sarah Conaway
Invocation……………...Charles Adams
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Bellevue Rotarians,

The year is winding down and Fred Simon will be our next president, his third time in four years!  That is service above self indeed.  

Thanks all who have contributed to The Rotary Foundation!  And for those that have not yet contributed, I want to remind you that June 30 it the date money needs to be at the Rotary Foundation to be counted toward this Rotary year, so don’t put off contribution too long otherwise it will count toward next year.  The Rotary Foundation allows us as Rotarians to do good work here in Bellevue and Omaha as well as around the world.

I mention this because our Assistant District Governor Gary Bren who is also the District Governor Designate wants to emphasize the “why” of Rotary, not the “how” of Rotary.

Why be a Rotarian?

Why contribute to The Rotary Foundation or our own Bellevue Rotary Club Charitable Foundation?

Another way to ask the question is why would one spend time from their lives to attend a Rotary meeting, or a Rotary function?

The District Conference coming up immediately (See the district website: <www.rotarydistrict5650.org> ) will be having a set of “TED-like: talks (see: <https://www.ted.com/>)  on the why of Rotary.  It will be a celebration of Rotary rather than a set of talks on “how to do Rotary.”  Given my own experience in Rotary, I joined and was a member, but not a Rotarian,  I eventually incorporated Rotary in my life so I am now a Rotarian of the heart rather than of the mind.

I believe each of us has their own way of living life that speaks to their heart.  Rotary and our club must continue to change to address the needs of Rotarians, and those that are potential Rotarians, those that will ask “Why should I be a Rotarian?” when they are asked to join.  I think all of us have a good story on “Why I am a Rotarian.”  All we need to do is share that and invite people to check Rotary out and join our club.

The Bellevue Food Pantry Project is winding up.  A bid for materials for the ramp is in, so we will be writing our last check, and I can write up the final report to turn in.

I have enjoyed the year, and I welcome our new members.

To our new members, check out other Rotary clubs in the greater Omaha area, there are about 2,400 Rotarians in our District. Other meetings allow for more networking and for more fellowship within Rotary.

And as always, keep our good friend Jerry Monson in your thoughts as he continues to recover from his surgery. I look forward to seeing him at our Monday meeting!

Yours, in Rotary, Charles Adams, president, 2013-2014    
FROM ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
Maya Ajmera founded the Global Fund for Children in 1993 to provide seed money to community-based organizations that help at-risk children across the world. Since then, GFC has awarded more than $32 million in grants to over 600 organizations in 80 countries, improving the lives of millions of children – from educating AIDS orphans in Uganda to conducting so-called curbside classrooms for waste pickers in Cambodia.

"Education is the key to getting human beings out of poverty," says Ajmera, whose studies at St. Xavier's College in Mumbai were sponsored by the Rotary Club of China Lake in California. "Community-based organizations are probably the most creative in being able to find the most marginalized children and provide education that is meaningful and makes sense in their lives."

In recognition of her work, Ajmera was chosen by The Rotary Foundation Trustees to receive the 2013-14 Rotary Foundation Global Alumni Service to Humanity Award. She will receive the honor at the Rotary International Convention in Sydney on 3 June.

Ajmera credits extraordinary leadership at the grassroots level, combined with the ability and willingness to work as partners, for GFC's success. "Trust is really important," she says. "You also need good ways of measuring outcomes: how many kids got educated, how many were kept off the streets, how many got psychosocial counseling."

Nowhere was the need for leadership and trust more evident than in Afghanistan in the 1990s. GFC awarded $5,000 to the Afghan Institute for Learning to fund the secret education of 600 girls. Even after the September 11 attacks, GFC continued its support, including a $25,000 sustainability grant to establish a reserve fund. Today, the institute reaches more than 400,000 women and children annually with education and health care.GFC has also released over 30 children's books, including "Children from Australia to Zimbabwe," co-authored by Ajmera, of which a portion of the proceeds from sales support the organization's grant making. And it's invested in documentary films like "War Child," which tells the story of hip hop artist Emmanuel Jal, a former child soldier in Sudan's brutal civil war. Jal spoke at the Rotary World Peace Symposium in Bangkok in 2012.

Ajmera stepped down as GFC's president in 2011. She is now a visiting scholar and professorial lecturer at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University in Washington, D.C., and social entrepreneur in residence and visiting professor of the practice of public policy at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina.

"For me, Rotary was an incredible inspiration," says Ajmera, adding that without the scholarship there wouldn't be a Global Fund for Children. "The scholarship fed my soul."
UPCOMING EVENTS
· 2013-14 Rotary District 5650 Conference.
May 2-3, 2014
Holiday Inn, Downtown Lincoln, 141 N. 9th St., Lincoln, NE 68508
· May 24, 7:05pm Omaha Beef football at the Ralson Arena!  Dinner beforehand tbd. Mark your calendars and rsvp to rjames@sarpy.com 
THE FOUR WAY TEST—of the things we think, say, or do:

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Rotary’s influence on the heart of the world will be in direct proportion to the number of communities that are exposed to the Rotary ideal. So let us help to found new clubs wherever the soil is at all fertile.”

-The Rotarian, July 1950

ROTARY TRIVIA

(Answers in next month’s newsletter)

1. What city hosted the first regular Rotary luncheon meetings?

2. How many Rotary Clubs are there worldwide? 

3. What percentage of Rotarians worldwide are women?  How about in the U.S.? (Denise and Brittney the percentage will shock you!)
4. T/F: Rotary International has a pilot program to recognize Rotary e-Clubs that meet primarily on line.
5. T/F: Rotary Youth Exchange is a program focusing on high school age students.

ROTARY TRIVIA ANSWERS FROM LAST MONTH

1. T/F  Rotary Club’s first president was Paul Harris.

F – Silvester Schiele was the first Rotarian president.

2. T/F The Rotary emblem was chosen because it symbolized the fact that Rotarians in the early days were all “big wheels” in their communities.

F- The early emblem illustrated “civilization and movement”

3. What year did the US Supreme Court rule to allow women membership in Rotary?

1987

4. What month was Rotary Founded?

February…23rd to be exact

5. What country has the second largest number of Rotarians?

India with over 110,000 Rotarians
AREA MEETINGS
Monday:
Omaha Millard, Noon @ German American Society 

Omaha North, Noon @ Eppley Airfield Conference Center 
Tuesday:
Omaha Morning, 7:00 am @ Happy Hollow Country Club  

Northwest, Noon @ Champions Run

Southwest Omaha Rotary Night Club, 5:15pm @Millard Plaza Ballroom
Wednesday:
Council Bluffs Centennial, 7:00am at HyVee 

Downtown, Noon @ Field Club
Plattsmouth, Noon @ Plattsmouth State Bank
Thursday:
Suburban, Noon @ Anthonys

Friday:
Omaha West, Noon @ Champions Run
